WHEN GOD SEEMS LATE

Have you thought that the Lord's plan was happening rather slowly? Have
you believed God for something, but it appeared to be taking a long time?
When things are slow in happening, we may begin tot think, it isn’t going to
happen.

"But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: with the Lord a day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day.” 2" Peter 3:8 Doesn't
that put things into perspective? The Lord is into the process more than He
is into the results. As we go forward in the Lord in the process of life, then
God develops our character. God is trying to develop us to be like Him. He
1s working out our salvation, working out that process of life to make us like
He is.

With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a
day. You might say, "In a thousand years I might not be around. Lord, you
had better hurry it up because the number of my days are limited.” The Lord
gave us 120 years for the number of days. Then the Psalmist wrote that 70
to 80 years has been given to a person. This may cause you to think that you
will not see the promise happen after a thousand years.

Look at this perspective: If the Lord is not in a hurry, and He has everything
under control, why are we fussing, fuming, fretting, and stirred up? It all
comes down to an issue of faith. Does the Lord have this under control or
doesn't He? Is my life in His hands, or isn't it? We have to make a decision!
We have to understand that the Lord makes all things beautiful in its time,
and there is a time and a season for everything under Heaven. There is a
plan, and it is the Lord's plan.

If T am living my life here for the Lord, then I am in His plan and He will
work it all out. What is intended for evil, if it comes, the Lord has a
provision. He has a plan. He knows our needs before we know our needs.
Before we know we have a need, He knows things are going to happen.
When we put our trust in Him, He will have the right provision waiting for
us at the right time.

“When God Seems Late” by Dr. Randy C. Brodhagen. Copyright 2000-Glory to God Ministries International; 67-399 E. Palm 1
Canyon, Cathedral City, CA; Mailing Address P.O. Box 4167, Palm Springs, CA 92263, (760) 321-5222. All Rights Reserved.



We can be at peace as we go through these trials. Why? The Lord has
everything under control. If we believe He does, then He does. If we don’t
believe it, then we are out of control. We make "mountains out of a
molehills." Everything looks big and awful; therefore there are giants in the
land, and we cannot receive the promise of God.

The children of Israel said, "We can't do it. We can't have it. There are
giants out there." Joshua and Caleb tried to tell them, "Hey, the Lord said it
is ours. All we have to do is go get it." But they said, "Forget it; we can't do
it." Who is bigger than the giants? God is, so what was the big problem?

The big problem is the six inches between our ears, which is where the
unbelief settles in. We start thinking and operating by what we see, what we
hear, taste, touch, and feel. “Know ye not that the Lord your God, He is
God and there is none like unto Him in the heavens or the earth?”

One day a boy noticed lots of dust flying around in the air. He said to his
dad, "Dad, we are kind of like the dust. We are so small, but God is so big,
and He can take care of all our needs."

Before the five year old made this comment to his dad, what had his dad
been doing? He had been worrying about finances, worrying about how he
was going to accomplish things. God spoke through his son to put his life
into perspective. We are like this little dust, and God is so big that we don’t
have to worry about anything. The Lord will take care of everything.

We need perspective. When the Lord comes on the scene, all the worries
and fears start to disappear if we believe and trust in Him. The victory
belongs to the Lord and His people.

"The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise.” 2" Peter 3:9 When it seems
He is slow in keeping His promise, there are other things He is working out.
He is setting everything into place, so that it is in order. All the ingredients
are in the pot.

Have you ever tried to make bread without yeast? Without the yeast, it will
not rise. It may taste good, but it will be flat as a pancake, and it won’t even
look good.
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The Lord does all things well. Nothing is left out. Time allows all of the
ingredients and factors to get into place. Often we don’t understand all that
is really involved in the process until the Lord puts everything into place.

It is easy to look back and say, "Oh yeah, I understand now why this
happened." It is easy to look back and see so clearly.

The problem is that when you are looking ahead you don’t see it. You
become afraid. You get impatient. You get fearful and worried because you
gave the control to God. That makes a lot of people out of control because
they think, Is God taking care of this? Is the Lord doing His part? Lord,
can you hurry the process?

You might think that way about people for a good reason, but not about the
Lord. He does everything in His magnificent way to perfection. He
completes things. This is the process. Many people try to take it back so
that they can get the control of what is going on, but then they mess it up.

It is easy to do because we don’t necessarily know all the ingredients. We
don’t know all that is going on. There comes a point when you have to be
still and know that God is God. Psalm 46

“The Lord is not slow in keeping His promise, as some understand
slowness.” People want to see something happen right now so that they
know that they have it.

By faith you know you have it as soon as you ask. You believe you will see
it in God's perfect time. God's perfect time should be perfect for you.
Otherwise, you may settle for second, third, or 28th best because you went
out quickly and grabbed something.

When the Lord is working a plan, He is working a way and putting
everything together. You may say you have to have it now. Have you ever
bought something that went on sale the following week? The Lord might
have had it for you, but you bought it at your price instead of His price.

"The Lord is not slow in keeping his promises, as some understand
slowness. He is patient with you, not wanting anyone to perish, but
everyone to come to repentance."
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God wants every one of us to come into the blessing. Wherever there is
repentance, there will be a blessing from the Lord coming right behind it.
God doesn’t want anybody missing out on the blessing. We try to get the
Lord to hurry up, but He is patient with us.

As long as we are impatient, trying to get Him to hurry up, it is not going to
happen. Your impatience will hinder the blessing. At that point you are not
moving in faith, the Lord is not going to honor your impatience. He will
honor your faith and your confidence in Him.

Many people think that if they beg and cry long enough, God will do
something. He is not going to do anything except be patient with us. He
will wait for us to repent of our impatience and believe that He is in charge,
and 1s working His plan out to His glory and our good.

There are multitudes of things that people believe God for, but they will
never see them in their lifetime because many of the things are not what God
has for them.

It says in Hebrews that some of the people died in faith, having not yet seen
the promise (of the Messiah). However, after Jesus died, He went down and
showed Himself to everyone of the people who died in faith. They received
the promise, in the Lord's time!

Look at the big picture. God has the big picture. We only see a little. In I*
Corinthians 13 it says, "We see through a glass dimly," meaning we don’t
see the whole plan.

We have to look at God when we are looking forward, and trust that He is
with us, and He is leading and guiding us.

"Trust in the Lord, lean not to your own understanding. Acknowledge the
Lord in all your ways and he will direct your path." Proverbs 3:5&6 He
will lead you to what He has for you. He will not lead you to what you
want. He will lead you to what He has for you. It should be that is what you
want. Psalm 37

For example, as long as you are looking for a wife or a husband, you may
not find one. If you seek the Lord, the Lord will give you a spouse. If you
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look for a wife or husband, you may find one, but it will not be the one God
picked out. It will be the one you picked out.

"Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds."
James 1:2

One of the greatest trials people face is believing God for something, for
there is a testing and a proving that goes on in the spirit realm. When
something doesn’t happen right away, it becomes a test or a trial. The term
"trial" means testing, temptation, proving. It is a time of pressure to see
whether you will believe God or not. It is a proving time for your character.

Time is our friend. Time shows many things for what they really are. It is
like a sifter or refiner. Things that are proven over time are usually some of
the best things. That is why you should not rush into a relationship. You
should take your time and let time sift out what needs to be sifted out. Don’t
be too hasty in business. Don’t be too hasty in whatever you do.

Some people burn themselves out so fast — running here and there, doing this
and that. They don’t allow themselves time to enjoy life the way God
intended them to, nor do they rest in Him.

You need to enjoy what you are doing. Enjoy what you eat. Enjoy your
work. Enjoy your time with the Lord. Enjoy your time with people,
savoring every minute of the good life the Lord has given. All of the things
that God is doing are works of art.

When you look in the mirror, savor it. You are God's creation, God's work.
Ephesians 2:10 Every moment that God gives us in life should be savored.
Every moment is a precious gift from God. Moments fly by so fast. So let
us enjoy the time we have. Let us appreciate it. Let us not reflect on our
own lives, but allow the Lord to occupy our time with gladness of heart.
Ecclesiastes 5:20

Count it pure joy when you face trials of many kinds. Every day is a trial.
Every day there are temptations and pressures, but the Lord says to enjoy
your life.

The Lord makes all things beautiful in its time. Ecclesiastes 3:11 Enjoy the
process and the Lord's provision. Enjoy how the Lord puts things together.
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The Lord does all things so well and so perfectly. We have a tendency to
rush in. We learn over time that when we were young we were impetuous.
When we get a little older, we may understand that all we do is hit our heads
against the wall when we rush in. Then we learn there is another way.

We never want to lose our excitement, our anticipation, our expectation.
However, we need to add patience to our expectation. The zeal of youth is
an incredible thing, but when we get older we get a little more sense, a little
more wisdom. God would have us appreciate what we didn’t appreciate
when we were younger.

The testing of your faith develops perseverance. James 1:3 The Lord is
patient with us. What does He want to develop in us? Patience. He wants
us to see things as He sees them and not be in such a hurry. When God is
moving we need to be moving, but when the Lord is putting something
together, we need to be involved with sure, slow, steady steps in order to get
God's will and purpose. Then we will see the whole thing come together the
way the Lord would have it. God's plan is for our good and for the good of
everyone around us.

o Sure - based on the Lord's principles

o Slow - allowing the Lord to work in His time

o Steady - don’t give up - stay with it

o Steps - keep advancing in faith and obedience to
the Lord's direction

Equals

Success - fulfilling the Lord's plan and purpose.

Events do not happen in an isolated environment. What happens to someone
happens to those around him. When you were happy, did the people around
you became happy? When you were depressed, did others become
depressed? Wouldn't you rather be excited and have those around you get
excited too?

No matter what you are going through, you should know that the Lord has
everything under control, and you can rejoice in every circumstance at all
times. The Lord is greater, He is with us, and He is helping us.
Perseverance is being developed, and it is a testing of our faith. Everything
in life is a testing of our faith in God.
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Whatever it is that we are working out, whether we are raising children,
working with a spouse, doing our jobs or businesses, working on our health,
finances, or emotional condition, it is a test of faith. Do you believe God for
the situation? Do you believe He is in control? Or are you pouting?

"Perseverance must finish its work.” James 1:4 Perseverance is being
developed in us, a confidence in God is being developed in us, and it doesn’t
just come overnight. Character is tested, tried and proved through time,
through years of experience. People say, "Pastor, I wish I had your great
faith." You have to understand that my faith began to be developed when I
came to the Lord over 47 years ago, and it continues to develop. I have not
arrived, but I am growing.

A person can not expect to be in the same spot after one or two years in the
Lord. Faith may rise up, but when things do not happen right away, what
are you going to do? The confidence through time has not settled in. Don’t
get discouraged when your faith doesn’t happen immediately. It is a
process.

It is very important to understand that you are growing in the Lord, and you
have to let perseverance and patience have its perfect work. You have to let
it happen, which means you have to settle down. You have to be obedient to
do what God gives you to do. Take sure, steady, slow steps and have
confidence in God. You may feel that you need something right away, but if
the Lord is in control, then He determines right away, not you. Learn this.

Have you watched little children grow impatient when they want something
immediately? They throw little fits and scenes to get it. Have you given
your children what they wanted right away?

You don’t crack a fertilized egg in order to bring a little chicken out.
Breaking itself out of the egg is part of its survival process. Otherwise, it
won’t be strong and healthy. It has to peck its way through the eggshell if it
is going to live.

People want short cuts. They want the easy way out. The Lord doesn’t do
things that way. He knows exactly how things are supposed to be. Would
you sow a seed and expect to see the crop on the same day? You have to put
yourself in an environment for growth by hearing God's word, praying, and
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telling people about what Jesus has done for you. You honor God in
obedience to His word, and you will continue to grow in God.

He will grow you into the way He is, as His son or daughter. You don’t
have to be worried and frustrated about. "Lord, hurry up, I need to be here
by now." You don't need to be there by now.

Many parents make the mistake of expecting four year olds to act like 18
year olds. Then when they are 18 they want them to act like they are 65. It
is not the way it works. You can’t expect more from four year old than what
they are able to do. You can’t expect more from 18 year olds than what they
are able to do. You can’t expect more from 65 year olds than what they are
able to do. However, just because people are old doesn’t mean they are
mature.

Some people in the spirit realm are not mature, even though they have been
in the Lord for 25 years. They don’t believe God, they fuss and fret, and
they are unstable in their decisions. We should not think more highly of
ourselves than we ought. We may not be where we want to be, but we are
growing.

"Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete,
not lacking anything.” James 1:4 When we get to this point, we know that
we have given it to the Lord and it is taken care of. Maturity is a good thing.
We are growing into maturity, but we have not arrived yet. Still, we are
pressing on and moving ahead.

“If any of you lacks wisdom, He should ask God, who gives generously to
all without finding fault.” James 1:5 The Lord won’t fault us for not
having the wisdom. The problem is that we think we have the wisdom when
we don’t have it, or when we don’t have it, we don’t ask God for it. We
look to other people or to our own understanding.

The Lord is not finding fault with us about this. He knows that eventually
we will come to our senses, and He is patient with us. If you really think
about all the shenanigans we have pulled, and the things that we do, the Lord
is amazingly patient and merciful. He lets us jabber until we get tired of
jabbering, and then He will come along like He did to Job and say, "Where
were you when I created the heavens and the earth? Have you been my
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counselor lately?" (He means, “Come on, son, daughter, wake up and let's
get with the program.”)

An even better example is shown when Elijah kept complaining about his
situation. The Lord came to him and said, "Now I want you to do this, this,
and this." He didn’t even listen to Elijah's jabbering; He just told him what
to do. Then He said, "By the way, Elijah, you’re not the only one left in
Israel. There are 7,000 others who have not bowed their knee. (In other
words, get your information correct. We have to get going here. Let's move
on!)”

If any of you lacks wisdom, God will give it. “Ask God, who gives
generously, without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But when he
asks, he must believe and not doubt.” James 1:5, 6

When people ask God for something, they often don’t really believe they
have received, so they ask again and again and again. Some where along the
line, we need to believe that we receive what we ask. Do not doubt.

It is not that the Lord is slow. He is waiting for us to believe. He wants to
do it. He is not slow, as people understand slowness. Everything is in His
time. God is waiting for somebody to believe Him, and when somebody
believes Him and doesn’t doubt, then they receive. Time and process are
involved in the formation of the Lord's plans.

He who doubts is like what? “... he who doubts is like a wave of the sea,
blown and tossed by the wind.” One minute he believes God and the next
minute he doesn’t. And so he is negating his faith.

Have you ever prayed for someone to receive the Lord? It says, "When you
pray, believe you have received.” Mark 11:24 Have you still looked at that
person as being an unbeliever, and you treated him that way? If you believe
that you receive what you ask, then you should be treating the person as the
best believer you know and viewing him that way — if you really believe that
you receive. God calls things that be not as though they are, and then they
become. Romans 4:17

At times, people get impatient because they are not recognizing someone as
having come into the Lord. They are not seeing that person saved and
delivered.
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I knew a woman whose miserable husband treated her badly. She asked me
what she should do. I told her to go home and tell him that she thanked God
for him, what a wonderful blessing he was in her life, and what a source of
encouragement he was. She went home and did what I told her to do. Her
husband stood there a moment and then walked out of the room, went into
the bedroom and shut the door. He came back about 20 or 30 minutes later
and asked if she really meant what she said. (This was a test of faith. She
was given an opportunity as a test.) She looked at him and tears started
rolling down her cheeks. She said, "Yes, I believe that is true." Right then
and there, the man asked her for forgiveness, and he started to change.

This woman had been abused in a relationship for many years. When you
pray, you have to believe you have received. Start calling things that be not
as though they are (see Romans 4:17-21). She loosed the power of God into
the situation that changed her husband because God was patient; we need to
be patient with one another.

It is so easy to have mercy on yourself and not show mercy to others. Doing
so is a mistake. If somebody else does the same thing, we think it is
deliberate.

The Lord said, "That man should not think he will receive anything from the
Lord. He is a double-minded man, unstable in all that he does." James 1:7,
8 People who pray and do not believe that they receive should not expect to
receive anything from God. One minute they are on and the next minute
they are off. If I do not believe what the Lord says, then I should not expect
to receive from Him. Have you ever been in that place? You really didn’t
expect to receive anything from God because you did not ask in faith.

How do you know you are in faith? Listen to you words. Listen to what
comes out of your mouth. “Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth
speaks.” 1 can always tell what I am believing by what is coming out of my
mouth.

One day you believe people are going to change, and the next day you say
they will never change. "Look at them, look at what they are doing. They
will always be rotten and miserable." What do you believe in your heart? -
that they will never change. You might be saying, "Lord, change them. Do
something good," but in the next breath you negate your prayer by unbelief.
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The problem is not with other people, it is with us. It is our attitudes. Have
you ever tried to get someone conformed to your image? How did you want
them to be? The Lord says that we are supposed to be conformed to His
image. He is the One who is working.

Have you tried to change your spouse? Did you find that it didn’t work? If
you see problems you can’t handle before the marriage, then don’t even get
married. Before going into the marriage don’t think that person is going to
change because they will not do it just by your expectation. You might want
to marry 10 years later. Maybe by then God has worked some changes.

You don’t have to rush into anything that is worthwhile and is of God. It
will be there when God has it for you. You can wait for it.

We are confident of better things in your case, things that accompany
salvation. God is not unjust. “He will not forget your work and the love
you have shown Him as you have helped His people and continue to help
them." Hebrews 6:10 In other words, your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
Whatever you do in the Lord, based on His principles and His word, is never
in vain. It doesn’t go out and come back empty. What we do in obedience
to the Lord 1s accomplishing His purpose.

You need to know that so you don’t get discouraged, you don’t get weary in
doing good to people. It is going to have a good effect, and the Lord is
going to do something special. You may not see it right away, but it is
happening.

We want each of you to show the same diligence to the very end. You
should want to believe God and not let your faith drop. Don’t give up,
persevere in the faith and stay in there. Faith says it is happening. Faith in
God says it is happening because when I pray to God, I believe I receive
what I ask according to God's Word and will.

"Show the same diligence to the very end, in order to make your hope sure."
Hebrews 6:11 Hope is your goal. It is what you are believing for. If you
don’t have hope, or goals that you are looking forward to, then faith has
nothing to attach to.
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Faith is the substance of the things hoped for, evidence of things not yet
seen. Hebrews 11:1 So we have to know that what we are hoping for is
happening. Hope is hope. Faith has to be put to the hope. It is not enough
to have a desire. You have to believe that you receive when you ask God.

We don’t want you to become lazy. This is what happens to people. They
get lazy in their faith. They start to forget about it. Keep it right in front of
your eyes.

Proverbs 4 talks about keeping the word of God in front of your eyes. Keep
what you are believing God for in front of your eyes. Write down the vision.
Make it plain. Why? You will forget it if you don't. Keep it where you can
see it. Keep it in front of you all the time. Talk about it day and night. Tell
people what God is doing.

"I don't see it yet." God is doing it! Don’t you know that everything has to
come out of the spirit realm before it can come into the physical realm?
Hebrews 11:3 There is a battle going on in the spirit realm in order to get
things into the physical realm.

In Daniel 10 the angel was sent 21 days before he actually showed up.
When Daniel purposed in his heart to receive an understanding of the vision
from God, 21 days later the angel appeared.

What was happening? There was a battle going on in the heavenlies. As
Daniel persevered and continued to believe God, and set his heart to receive
from God, the angel kept coming. Many angels come halfway down, but
when you start doubting, they go back up to the throne of God. They don’t
know where to deliver the goods because all of a sudden you stopped
believing. You gave it up. You got discouraged. You got weary. You
started cursing yourself, cursing your faith, doubting God, and cursing what
you asked for.

“How long, Lord, do I have to keep believing?” is the same type of question
Peter asked Jesus. “How many times should I forgive?” In other words, is
there a time when I stop forgiving? Is there a limit to it? Jesus said no,
there is no limit. Actually He told Peter the limit was 490 times. In
actuality, if somebody does you wrong, how many wrongs are on the
record? One. You forgive him and then there are zero wrongs. It is
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impossible to ever get past one wrong if you forgive! Your part is not to
count the wrongs. Your part is to forgive. That is faith.

"We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith
and patience inherit what has been promised.” Hebrews 6:12

“How long, Lord?” Patience doesn’t ask that question. What asks that
question? Impatience and unbelief. The weary heart and weary mind asks
that question. Faith and patience never ask. Faith says, "We have it.”
Patience says, "We will see it." In God's perfect time He makes all things
beautiful. In other words, I will receive it, I have it, and I will see it at just
the right time.

When God's purpose is accomplished, that is when we will see it. "And
when God made His promise to Abraham, since there was no one greater
for Him to swear by, he swore by Himself.” Hebrews 6:13 He made an oath
to Himself. This is a good thing because He is the Lord. He is the finest of
the finest so He made an oath with Himself. With every promise God made
an oath with Himself to keep it in our behalf. He is looking for somebody to
believe Him to receive that promise.

"He swore by Himself by saying, ‘I will surely bless you and give you many
descendents.” And so after waiting patiently, Abraham received what was
promised,” namely, the son of promise Hebrews 6:14-15. People wonder
"How long did he wait?" Nine months, eighteen months, two years, four
years? Abraham waited approximately 30 years to see that promise fulfilled.
In the meantime he and Sarah did a few other things to try to make the
promise happen.

Abraham and Sarah leaned to their own understanding and complicated the
matter. They caused some pretty complex situations to come out of it, and
they ruined their family life. Sarah became jealous because Hagar had a son.
Do you know that Sarah was upset at Abraham every day about that?
Abraham was upset. He regretted his decision every moment because he
had hell to go through in his home as the two women were going at it.

He spent many a sleepless night over the situation. It was God's desire that
they have a child, but they tried to make it happen apart from God.
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Rather than waiting patiently upon the Lord, many times we feel we have to
rush in because time is short, or running out, and we feel that we have to
make something happen. (Read Romans 4:17-25)

I remember when Diana and I tried to have our first child. Diana was
driving me crazy. She was constantly checking her temperature and other
things in order to know when she thought it was time to have intercourse. It
just wore me out. I finally had enough of it. I said, “This is supposed to be
fun: this is not supposed to be torment.” I continued, "Kneel down with me
in front of the bed to the Lord. We will pray and give this whole thing to
him."

We gave it to the Lord, and we asked Him “Whatever you have for us,
whenever you have it, we are releasing it all to you right now in Jesus
name.” Four months later I got a call from Diana, "Guess what? There is a
baby in the hanger!"

Those were the nicest four months. It had been rugged trying to make
something happen. You just wear yourself out, and stress out and fret,
which tightens everything up and messes everything up. The body doesn’t
work right when it is stressed.

Thank you, Jesus, for peace. The peace comes when everything is given to
God. After Diana and I released everything to God and let go of it, whether
the Lord wanted us to have a child or not was up to Him in His time. While
praying (before we were married), we felt we would have a girl and a boy
four years apart. We have a girl and a boy - four years and five days apart.
Praise Jesus!

Thirty years went by, and... “after waiting patiently, Abraham received
what was promised. Men swear by someone greater than themselves, and
the oath confirms what is said, and puts an end to all argument. Because
God wanted to make the unchanging nature of His purpose very clear to the
heirs of what was promised [that is us], He confirmed it with an oath. God
did this so that, by two unchangeable things [namely Himself] in which it is
impossible for God to lie, we who have fled to take hold of the hope offered
to us may be greatly encouraged. We have this hope as an anchor for the
soul, firm and secure. It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain,
where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf. He has become
a high priest, forever...” Hebrews 6:16-20
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In other words, He is seeing to it that the promise is secure and that it is
being worked out in our behalf. Not only did Jesus come to the earth for us
now, He is sitting in the heavens and making certain that the will and
purpose of God is accomplished in our lives. "God is not a man, that He
should lie... Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will
He not make it good?” Numbers 23:19

I meditated on that verse for 60 days one time. Another time 90 days. I
never looked at another thing all that time. When I was teaching, I taught
whatever the Lord gave, but for my personal study, the meditation was just
on that verse. What the Lord shown me was, "It is impossible that the
impossible not happen when you act on my word."

You have faith when you act on the Word. You are obedient to what God
says. You hold on to it and know that however long it takes to see it happen,
you know it will happen. You are just going about the Lord's business in the
meantime. He will take care of everything. He will put it into place.

God tells us that He loves us with an everlasting love that never fades away
and never changes. Jeremiah 31:3 1 do not have any problem trusting
myself to the Lord because He does not lie.

Today, if you have been believing God for something, and you don’t see any
difference yet, maybe you need to make an adjustment in your faith. Maybe
there is some repentance that needs to be done. Ask God to forgive you for
not believing.

There was an honest man in the Bible who brought his son to Jesus because
his son was often thrown into the fire. A spirit of Satan had come upon his
son and tried to destroy him, but this fellow came to Jesus.

He had heard what Jesus was doing and how God was working through
Him. He brought his son and said, "If you can do something, make my child
whole." And Jesus answered, "Not if I can do something, but if you can
believe, all things are possible to him who believes." Jesus didn’t let him
dump it all on Him but said it was the man’s personal responsibility to
believe God.
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The man admitted, "Lord, I believe; help my unbelief." To me that man is
one of the most honest men in the Bible because he knew, I am coming and
I am seeking and I am believing, but, Lord, if there is any unbelief in me,
help me to believe. This was an honest response. "Lord, I believe, help me
to get out of that unbelief. Help me to move ahead. Help me not to doubt
Your promises. Help me not to doubt Your word." The Lord in His love
and mercy will help us. He will not find fault with us. James 1:2-8

Have you ever gone up in a prayer line for one thing, but the Lord gave you
something else? That is what I call a God-bonus. He is taking care of what
you came up for, and He wants to give you something extra!

Many times what He gives unlocks what you came for. There may be an
attitude that needs to be altered. There may be a little faith adjustment that
needs to happen. Maybe there is something in your character that needs
some work. The Lord is good that way. He loves us. He is helping us to
grow into all that He has for us.

When you try to measure up and try to see if you have grown any, just
understand that it is not your concern. Your concern is to eat the word of
God, exercise the word of God, and rest in the word of God. When you are
doing those three things, you will grow. The things that God has promised
are going to happen. Besides, the Lord has put somebody like myself into
your life to help you be responsible, to help make sure you are doing it.

If you have something like that going on in your life, put to work what you
have learned.

"Selah" in the Psalms means pause, meditate, reflect, and think upon this.
Don’t go on to the next part but stop right there.

People say “Thank you” after they receive something or to show how they
appreciate someone. The word of God says to thank God after you pray
because you know you have received what you ask according to His will.

Selah, pause, meditate and think on that. In other words, settle down. Let
God’s rest settle in on you. God has everything under control!

"For I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is able to
keep that which I have committed to Him." 2" Timothy 1:12
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When I give something to God, I have to know it is a done deal. It is taken
care of. I just go on to the next situation. Whatever He is going to work out,
however He is going to work it out, is not my concern. It is His business.
He will show me whatever I need to do, and I will do it. In the meantime, I
know it is done. Whatever you are believing the Lord for, it is done.
According to His word, it is done.

The entrance of God's word brings light. Then we can see clearly. Many
situations in life are foggy and dark, and take a while because there is a
character forming process going on. There is a faith process happening.
God is more concerned about the growth process than He is about the
outcome. What is the outcome going to be? It will be good if we do what
God says. He is concerned about our growth. When we have let patience
have its perfect work, then we will come into the bonus of maturity, and we
will not lack for any good thing.

What does your future hold? Good things, through faith and patience.
Jeremiah 29:11-12 (Read Joshua 1:6-9)

The Lord is patient with us when we mess around, are distracted, or are not
believing. The Lord is patient because He knows that we will come to our
senses. Why? He has put faith in us. He has put patience in us. We need to
put some faith and patience in Him and in one another.
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